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What is the Emerging 

Leaders Council?

“The Board of Governors of the 

Architectural Engineering Institute created 

the Emerging Leaders Council (ELC) to 

bring young architectural engineering 

professionals together to engage the next 

generation of leaders and to strengthen 

the architectural engineering industry.”



Path to Engineering Licensure

EDUCATION EXPERIENCE EXAMS



Pro Tip #1 – FE Exam

◼FE = 1st step towards licensure

◼Get EIT certified!

◼Don’t forget it’s a requirement*



Pro Tip #2 – Know Your State Requirements



Pro Tip #2 – Know Your State Requirements

◼Each state has its own requirements for taking the 

PE Exam, including:

◼How much engineering experience is needed

◼Educational background

◼Number and type of references

◼Application timelines



Pro Tip #2 – Know Your State Requirements

Requirements California Massachusetts

Experience 

needed to take PE

With FE
2 Years or 

1 Year + Masters/PhD
4 Years or

3 Years + Masters

Without FE 14 Years 20 Years

PE Application Required Yes Yes

When to submit licensure 

application (before or after exam)
After Before

How many recommendations? Minimum 4 references

Minimum 6 

references; 

3 must be PEs

Do you need to work under 

another PE?
No Yes



Pro Tip #2 – Know Your State Requirements

Requirements Nebraska Pennsylvania

Experience needed 

to take PE

With FE 4 Years 4 Years

Without FE N/A N/A

PE Application Required Yes* Yes

When to submit licensure 

application (before or after exam)
After Before

How many recommendations?
5 Total References;

3 must be PEs

3 Must be PE's & 2 

others**

Do you need to work under 

another PE?

Licensed PE or 

Similarly Qualified 

Individual

Licensed PE or 

Similarly Qualified 

Individual
* PE exam can be taken at any time after completing FE, graduating from ABET accredited program, and 
completing/receiving approval for initial PE application.

**2 can be Professional Land Surveyor, Professional Geologist, or Unlicensed Engineer with PE Level Knowledge 
and Experience



Pro Tip #2 – Know Your State Requirements

Requirements Texas Ohio

Experience needed 

to take PE

With FE 4 Years + Ethics Exam 4 Years

Without FE By Waiver Only N/A

PE Application Required Yes Yes

When to submit licensure 

application (before or after exam)
Before Before

How many recommendations?

3 must be PEs; if 

requesting waiver, 5 must 

be PEs

5 Total References;

3 must be PEs

Do you need to work under 

another PE?
No

No, unless graduated 

from a non ABET 

program



Pro Tip #2 – Know Your State Requirements

Requirements Wisconsin

Experience 

needed to take PE

With FE 4 Years

Without FE N/A

PE Application Required Yes

When to submit licensure 

application (before or after exam)
After

How many recommendations?

Minimum 5 references; 3 

must be PEs; 1 must be 

direct supervisor

Do you need to work under 

another PE?
Licensed PE



◼ Log project details
◼ Project scope, size, duration

◼ Personal responsibilities / project role

◼ Uses:
◼ Job applications

◼ PE licensure 

Pro Tip #3 – Record Your Projects



◼ Most states require references for the PE application
◼ Typically require at least one to be a PE

◼ Must have direct knowledge of your work experience

Pro Tip #4 – Recommendations



◼ In general, states limit the practice of engineering to 

licensed engineers, including:

◼ Owning a firm

◼ Consulting

◼ Signing/sealing a design

◼ Bidding for public works projects

◼ Calling yourself a professional engineer

Importance of Engineering Licensure



Pro Tip #5 – Never Too Early to Get 

Certified



◼Watch for the ELC online community this summer!

◼Join the online discussion and reach out with 

ideas/questions

ELC Involvement



◼We would love to hear any questions or thoughts 

you have!

◼Feel free to reach out after with questions or if you

are interested in staying involved after graduation!

Thank you!


